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Did  you  ever  have  a  parlor  in  your  home?    I  don't  mean  a  living  room,  I  mean 
a  "parlor."    During  the  week,  the  shades  were  drawn,  so  the  sun  wouldn't  fade  the 
carpet,  and  the  wallpaper.     Since  the  parlor  was  used  only  for  special  occasions, 
like  weddings,  the  room  was  not  heated,  in  the  winter  time. 

There  was  something  about  my  grandmother's  parlor,  that  made  me  enter  it  on 
tiptoe,  sit  in  a  dark  corner,  in  a  most  uncomfortable  straight-hacked  chair, 
and  converse  in  low  tones,  with  the  "company."    After  I  had  made  polite  answers, 
to  all  the  foolish  questions,  about  how  old  I  was,  and  what  grade  I  was  in,  and 
was  my  hair  naturally  curly,  I  was  allowed  to  leave  the  room. 

My  reaction  to  spending  30  minutes  in  grandmother's  genteel  parlor,  v/as  to 
climb  the  highest  tree  on  the  place,  or  to  play  a  game  of  "Anty  Over  the  Haystack", 
with  my  small  brothers.    They  preferred  a  haystack  to  a  parlor,  any  day. 

The  parlor  has  almost  passed  out  of  existence,  and  we  shed  no  tears  at  its 
passing.    For  who  wouldn't  rather  have  a  sunny,  comfortable  living  room,  than  a 
cold,  dignified  parlor?    The  other  day  I  ran  across  a  very  good  article,  written 
by  a  woman  living  in  Martin  county,  Indiana.    This  woman  knows  the  importance  of  a 
real  living  room.     She  says,  in  part: 

"Svery  woman  wants  to  have  the  surroundings  of  her  family  just  as  beautiful, 
just  as  restful,  and  just  as  artistic,  as  human  hands  can  make  them.    Nearly  every 
woman,  when  considering  a  home  of  her  own,  considers  chiefly  the  living  room  .  .   .  . 
Somehow,  the  living  room  singles  itself  out  from  the  rest  of  the  rooms,  and  reveals 
to  its  visitors  the  heart  of  the  family,  the  welcoming  of  friends,  the  tasks 
accomplished,  plans  made,  books  and  music  enjoyed  in  the  firelight,  the  whole  round 
of  existence,  that  makes  up  any  happy,  useful  day,  are  laid  open  to  all  who  may 
pass  across  its  threshold. 

"To  be  successful,  a  living  room  must  express  comfort,  convenience,  and 
chesrfulness .    The  greatest  of  these,  to  me,  is  cheerfulness,  and  the  one  object  to 
be  desired,  to  bring  this  about,  is  a  fireplace,  for  nothing  produces  a  more  home- 
like spirit,  than  a  rosy  light  of  burning  logs.    Next  comes  sunshine,  and  if  the 
house  has  not  been  built  so  one  can  have  plenty  of  sunshine,  she  must  find  a  way  to 
manufacture  it,  by  the  use  of  golden  color  in  decorations. 

"In  purchasing  the  furniture,  the  homemaker  should  consider  first  of  all,  the 
actual  comfort  of  the  articles,  and  also  the  suitability. 
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"Often  the  young  homemaker  is  faced  with  the  limiting  fact  of  a  lean  pocket- 
book.     In  this  case,  I  think  it  best  to  "buy  a  few  good  pieces,  and  add  to  them, 
gradually  filling  in  the  vacant  places  with  temporary  furniture,  which  later  can  "be 
put  to  good  use,  in  other  parts  of  the  house. 

"The  next  step  in  the  rule  for  the  success  of  the  living  room  is  —  use.  It 
is  surprising  how  much  use  things  may  be  put  to,  before  they  wear  out.     I  have 
heard  it  said  that  no  house  and  its  furnishings  can  attain  a  full  measure  of  beauty, 
until  they  begin  to  mellow  with  age,  and  with  use.     One  must  also  follow  the  rule 
of  simplicity,  and  avoid  over-elaboration,  and  ornamentation.    When  in  doubt, 
choose  the  simpler  furnishings, 

"There  must  be  space  in  the  living  room.     It  should  not  be  crowded.     I  prefer 
a  few  restful  bare  spots,  which  will  result  from  proper  combining  of  groups, 

11  In  every  living  room,  I  think  there  must  be  some  of  the  things  that  change 
from  day  to  day,  and  things  that  have  personality,  and  life,  such  as  lamps,  books, 
flowers,  open  fires,  mirrors  and  sunlight. 

"The  dark,  dull,  parlor  of  our  forefathers  is  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  the 
present  tendency  is  to  put  as  much  light,  airiness,  and  fresh  color  into  the  living 
room  as  possible. 

"But  whatever  the  color  scheme  or  furnishings  of  the  living  room,  the  effect 
most  desired  is  the  comforting  and  comfortable  feeling,  that  the  room  has  been  loved 
and  lived  in,  for  years" . 

That  concludes  the  article,  from  the  Indiana  homekeeper.     I  think  you'll 
agree  with  me,  that  she  knows  what  a  living  room  ought  to  be. 

Now,  since  I  promised  you  a  dinner  menu  and  two  recipes  today,  I!ll  broadcast 
a  dinner  menu  and  two  recipes.     I've  a  good  mind  to  suggest  Fried  Apples  and  Bacon. 
Of  course  you  know  how  to  cook  fried  apples  and  bacon.     It's  a  very  simple  matter. 
First,  you  send  Johnny  down  cellar  to  get  some  good  tart  apples.    But  goodness 
gracious,  where 's  Johnny?    Nobody  knows.     I  guess  you'll  have  to  go  after  the  apples 
yourself.     Select  good  tart  apples.    Peel  them.  (By  the  way,  you  can  write  these 
directions,  down,  if  you  like.)  Cut  the  apples  in  1-inch  cubes.    Fry  the  bacon  in  a 
heavy  skillet.    As  soon  as  the  slices  of  bacon  are  crisp,  remove,  and  drain  them 
on  clean  brown  paper  and  keep  in  a  warm  place.    Leave  about  one-fourth  cup  of  bacon 
fat  in  the  skillet,  and  fill  it  up  with  the  apples.     Sprinkle  on  two  or  three  table- 
spoons of  sugar.    Apples  fried  this  way  require  a  little  more  sugar  than  ordinary 
fried  apples.    Cover  the  apples.    Cook  slowly  until  tender.    Then  remove  the  cover 
and  turn  the  apples  gently,  so  the  pieces  will  keep  their  shape.    Let  them  brown 
lightly.    They  are  then  almost  transparent.    Place  them  on  a  hot  platter,  and 
surround  them  with  the  crisp  bacon. 

What  would  be  good  with  Fried  Apples  and  Bacon?    String  Beans,  Cauliflower 
would  be  ideal.     And  for  dessert,  something  Johnny  will  think  is  great —  Gingerbread 
with  a  Cream  Cheese  Filling.     If  there  is  one  dessert  that  I  prefer  above  all  others, 
it  is  Gingerbread  with  a  Cream  Cheese  Filling. 
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I  won't  give  you  the  recipe  for  gingerbread,  because  I'm  quite  sure  you  have 
a  recipe  for  gingerbread. 

Here's  the  recipe  for  the  cheese  filling —  five  ingredients: 

2  Neufchatel  or  cream  cheeses. 
2  cups  chopped  dates. 
1  cup  chopped  nuts. 
l/2  teaspoon  salt,  and 
Cream. 

You  should  have  five  ingredients.     Count  them  please:  (Repeat) 

Mash  the  cheese,  and  mix  with  it  enough  cream  to  give  it  the  consistency  of 
a  soft  filling.    Add  the  dates,  nuts,  and  salt,  and  mix  well.     Split  open  a  thick 
loaf  of  hot  gingerbread,  spread  the  cheese  mixture  on  the  lower  half,  replace  the 
upper  part  and  press  it  down  lightly.    The  quantity  of  cheese  filling  given  here  ie 
enough  for  a  loaf  of  gingerbread  about  8  by  10  inches.     Serve  the  gingerbread  while 
still  hot. 

Let's"  repeat  the  menu:     Fried  Apples  and  Bacon;  String  Beans,  Cauliflower, 
and  Gingerbread  with  a  Cream  Cheese  Filling. 

I  shall  have  a  special  recipe  for  you  tomorrow  —  Chocolate  Waffles.  If 
you  are  fond  of  plain  waffles,  you  will  be  extremely  fond  of  Chocolate  Waffles. 
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